
In	May	in	2017	I	had	an	opportunity	to	visit	the	city	of	Evanston	in	the	USA.		As	many	of	us	very	
well	may	know,	the	naBonal	historic	landmark,	Willard	House,	is	located	there.	My	husband	
Raimo	,	our	Korean	daughter	Youngok,	and	I	had	a	wonderful	opportunity	to	become	acquainted	
with	the	life	and	work	of	that	“Master	Organizer,”	Frances	Willard.	The	ExecuBve	Director,	Glen	
Madeja,	was	our	excellent	guide	and	we	received	a	lot	of	informaBon	and	knowledge	in	detail.	But	
it	was	not	just	diving	into	the	ancient	history	as	I	had	imagined	before	visiBng.		It	was	much	more.	I	
found	many	things	worth	thinking	about	aVer	having	returned	to	Finland.	Frances	Willard’s	vision	
was	to	send	White	Ribbon	missionaries	around	the	world.	Her	target	was	not	just	America.	She	
was	interested	in	developing	all	the	countries	in	healthy	ways,	creaBng	unity,	jusBce	and	well-
being	in	all	the	naBons.	She	wanted	to	learn	to	ride	the	bicycle	at	the	age	of	53.	She	wanted	“her	
wheels”	to	roll	faster	and	to	reach	new	places.	She	was	opBmisBc	and	energeBc.	She	was	ready	to	
take	new	challenges.	I	am	sure	if	she	lived	now	in	2017	she	would	be	commi[ed	to	struggling	for	
be[er	environments,	clean	air,	and	many	kinds	of	social	renewing	for	the	best	for	all	naBons.		

Could	we	as	ChrisBans,	modern	White	Ribboners,	be	blessed	by	God	with	some	new	visions	and	
ideas?	Some	ideas	may	be	those	old	ones,	but	excellent,	and	sBll	needed	in	our	modern	world,	
while	others	may	be	improvements,	updates,	or	something	completely	new.	Are	we	as	opBmisBc	
and	energeBc	as	many	White	Ribboners	before	us	have	been?	Are	we	enthusiasBc	to	go	forward	
gladly,	to	roll	up	our	sleeves?

I	read	the	UN	webpage	concerning	their	excellent	sustainable	development	goals	for	improving	
and	maintaining	this	precious	life	and	nature	here	on	our	Planet.	Then	I	was	thinking	over	and	
reading	about	the	achievements	and	goals	the	WWCTU	has	had	and	what	our	sisters	in	different	
countries	have	been	doing	for	decades.	I	must	say	I	was	very	touched	and	proud	of	our	work	-	
proud		in	a	humble	way.	Many	values	we	have	always	considered	very	important	can	sBll	be	found	
in	these	sustainable	development	goals	by	the	UN.	Can	I	add	anything?	Can	I	say	anything	new	and	
useful?

We	are	a	woman’s	organizaBon.	Our	members	in	different	countries	conBnue	to	work	for	be[er	
educaBon,	diminishing	poverty,	and		women’s	and	children’s	rights.	Families’	well	being	and	
health	have	always	been	important	for	us.	We	want	to	build	our	work	on	peace,	love,	partnership,	
and	jusBce	in	different	socieBes	in	order	to	show	and	accomplish	values	that	empower	the	whole	
society.

UNITED	NATIONS	SUSTAINABLE	GOALS

From	the	goals	advanced	by	the	United	Na8ons,	I	would	like	to	pick	up	two	we	can	concentrate	
on	even	more	in	the	future.		

The	first	one	is	to	sponsor	a	child	or	children	in	developing	countries.	All	children	are	enBtled	to	go	
to	school.	The	possibility	to	go	to	school	may	change	the	child`s	whole	life.	Unfortunately,	because	
of	poverty	it	is	not	possible	for	all	children.	

The	second	one	is	to	empower	women.	In	many	countries,	especially	women	face	a	lot	of	
suffering.	We	can	find	out	and	choose	our	new	target	group	and	country.

We	in	Finland	can	enjoy	freedom,	the	children	can	go	to	school	and	the	women	are	rather	equal	
with	men.	We	could	help	children	and	women	in	the	countries	where	support	is	painfully	needed.	
Many	local	White	Ribbon	Chapters	or	the	Chapters	together	have	already	a	target	group	or	target	
groups	they	are	sponsoring,	but	we	can	decide	to	take	one	more,	do	a	bit	more!

I	would	like	to	cite	two	people,	Sauli	Niinistö,	President	of	the	Republic	of	Finland,	and	the	project	
coordinator	Million	Taddese	from	Mekane	Yesus	Church	in	Ethiopia.

SOCIAL	SERVICES	DEPARTMENT	
Anna-Mari	Laine	

Page	1



President	Niinistö	states:	“I	encourage	all	to	respond	to	UN	Women’s	call	to	“Step	it	up”	as	we	aim	
for	full	gender	equality	by	2030.	As	a	HeforShe	Champion,	I	parIcularly	call	on	all	men	and	boys			-		
together		with	women	and	girls	to	build	equal	and	sustainable	socieIes.”

Million	Taddese	says:	“It	is	worth	invesIng	in	women.	The	starIng	point	for	all	the	development	is	
that	all	the	women	get	educaIon.	They	can	use	even	a	very	small	sum	of	money	in	the	ways	it	has	
the	maximum	benefit	for	a	family.”

Children	and	families 	have 	always 	been	a	crucial 	part	 of	our	work	in	all 	countries.	 	We 	want	 to	
promote 	ChrisBan	values 	and	encourage	children	to	make	choices	that	will 	lead	to	a 	drug-free 	life.	
Excellent	work	is 	being	done 	in	many	different	ways:	Children’s 	events,	workshops,	music	therapy,	
family	 days,	 compeBBons,	 healthy	 life 	style	symposiums	professionals	teaching	 	 healthy	 eaBng	
habits,	 supporBng	 families,	 if	 a 	 family	 member	 has	 problems 	 with	 different	 addicBons 	 like	
gambling,	drugs,	alcohol,	smoking	or	 if	there	is 	violent	behavior	in	the	family.	 	There 	are	so	many	
more,	you	name	them.		

But	we	do	not	want	to	focus 	on	our	local 	needs 	only	but	we	want	to	see	the	needs 	far	away.	Many	
countries 	 or	 local 	 chapters	 sponsor	 orphanages,	 villages,	 schools,	 educaBon,	 ChrisBan	 radio	
programs 	for	families	and	women	who	have 	godchildren.		Everyone	has	the	right	to	a	standard	of	
living	adequate	for	 the	health	and	well 	being	of	himself	and	his 	family.	 We 	face	or	 hear	 about	
many	 tragedies,	 poverty,	 famine,	 natural 	disasters 	like	earthquakes,	 hurricanes,	 floods 	in	many	
areas 	of	the	world.	More 	and	more	refugees	are	among	us.	In	our	hearts	and	acBviBes	we	do	not	
want	to	forget	them	and	we	try	to	take	small	or	big	steps	to	show	love	and	caring.	

Many	 young	 people 	 are 	 very	 interested	 in	 the 	 internaBonal 	 work.	 We	 are	 an	 internaBonal	
organizaBon.	We	are	so	happy	 to	have	new	young	members.	 I 	am	asking,	how	I 	could	tell 	more	
about	 all 	the	countries 	and	our	members’	work	 to	all 	the	members	here	in	Finland.	When	we	
visited	the	local 	prison	here	in	Hämeenlinna 	the 	female	prisoners	were 	interested	in	hearing	about	
the	work	 throughout	 Finland,	 not	 just	 locally	 and	when	 I	 told	 them	 about	 some	internaBonal	
aspects 	 they	 listened	 very	 carefully.	 	 Many	 excellent	 young	 representaBves 	took	 part	 in	 the	
ForBeth	ConvenBon	in	O[awa	in	2016.	Maybe	we 	can	learn	something	from	them	HOW	TO	WORK	
LOCALLY	AND	THINK	GLOBALLY.	How	to	make 	our	brand	fresh,	global,	and	modern	but	having	our	
precious	ChrisBan	faith	leading	all	our	work.

THE	WHITE	RIBBONERS’	SOCIAL	SERVICE	WORK	IN	FINLAND

Finnish	 society	 changes	 rapidly.	 The	urbanizaBon	 brings 	its 	own	 challenges.	 The	Bes 	between	
parents,	 children,	and	grandparents	break.	There 	is 	a 	lot	 of	rootlessness.	Many	 researches	show	
that	LONELINESS	is 	a	growing	problem	both	in	the 	countryside 	and	in	ciBes	here	in	Finland.	The	
families	and	the	whole	country	someBmes	have	lost	their	common	history	and	awareness.

Many	members 	in	the 	local	Chapters 	have	paid	a[enBon	to	these	problems,	following	the	changes	
in	the	structure	of	 society.	 In	 their	 different	 forms 	of	work	 they	 meet	many	 people 	who	have	
moved	many	 Bmes.	 	 There	have	been	divorces 	or	 a	new	 school 	has	caused	problems 	such	as	
bullying	 or	 isolaBng.	 CreaBng	 friendships 	 in	 a	 new	 place	 may	 be	 overwhelmingly	 difficult.	
Individuals 	may	 feel 	discouraged	and	disappointed,	 lose	their	confidence	and	someBmes	develop	
mental	problems	that	make		coping	with	daily	rouBnes	impossible.

In	the	Finnish	society	children	want	to	or	have	to	get	“	independent”	too	early.	 	We	in	our	White	
Ribbon	work	are	sad	and	concerned	about	this	kind	of	development.	Our	opinion	is	that	moving	
away	from	home	too	early	should	not	be 	called	GETTING	INDEPENDENT.	The	members 	have	faced	
so	many	young	people 	and	seen	hundreds	of	problems 	because	they	have 	leV	their	homes 	at	too	
young	an	age,	been	unable	to	control	and	take 	responsibility	for	their	 lives.	Gekng	independent,	
mature	is	a 	long	process.	You	need	your	family,	reliable 	long-term	friendships,	conBnuous 	contacts	
with	 your	 background.	 Taking	 new	 steps	 into	 the	 responsible	 independency	 usually	 is 	 not	
successful	when	done	alone.
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The	 Finnish	 White	 Ribbon	 OrganizaBon	 wants 	 to	 support	 families 	 by	 working	 together	 with	
nurseries.	Many	Finnish	women	work	and	children	are 	in	nurseries	while	the	parents	are	working.	
We	have	organized	professionals,	whom	parents 	can	discuss 	their	problems 	with.	One	of	our	goals	
has 	been	to	 tell 	parents 	about	 the 	importance 	of	 the	quality	 Bme 	at	 home.	 It	 means	that	 the	
families	must	reserve 	enough	Bme 	for	just	being	together,	no	mobile 	phones,	parents 	not	talking	
about	 their	 own	problems…	Many	 researchers 	have	found	 it	has	a	decisively	 posiBve	effect	on	
children’s 	and	the	whole 	family’s 	well 	being.	 	 Yesterday	 in	the	local 	paper	 there	was 	an	arBcle	
asking	WHAT	MAKES	A	CHILD	HAPPY	IN	A	HOME?	The	majority	of	the	children	had	answered:	THE	
TIME	JUST	BEING	TOGETHER	AND	TALKING	WITH	THE	PARENTS	IS	BEST.	Many	children	though	feel	
their	parents	are	too	busy	and	they	would	like	to	spend	more	Bme	with	their	parents

We	have	mother-baby	groups	for	the	mothers 	who	became	mothers 	very	young.		In 	the	group	it	is	
easier	 to	 share	 something	 about	 the 	difficult	 childhood	when	many	 in	the	group	have	 similar	
experiences 	 and	 you	 are 	 understood	 and	 loved.	 Mikkeli 	 Chapter	 and	 our	 White	 Ribbon	
OrganizaBon	work	together	and	conBnue	this	work	in	Mikkeli.

Two	 local 	Chapters	 are	 responsible	 for	 KOHTAAMISKAHVILA.	 It	 is 	a 	place,	 a 	kind	 of	 cafeteria,	
people 	can	come,	have 	a 	cup	of	coffee,	talk	and	be	together	with	other	people.	Everything	is 	very	
flexible,	listening	to	visitors’	wishes,	helping,	advising,	showing	love	and	caring.

In	Oulu	they	 regularly	 arrange 	concerts 	and	the	income	of	 the 	Bckets	are	used	for	 helping	 the	
families	whose	socioeconomic	situaBon	is	difficult.

We	Finns 	are	famous	for	knikng.	For	example	Hämeenlinna 	Chapter	has 	donated	woolen	thread	
to	female 	prisoners 	so	that	they	 can	knit	 socks 	to	be	sent	 to	prisoners	in	Estonia	and	Russia.	It	is	
important	 to	 learn	the	fact	 that	 when	you	give	to	others,	 God	blesses	it	and	it	 empowers	your	
emoBonal 	life	and	makes	you	happy!	 	 In	Helsinki 	we	have	a	super	knikng	woman.	Pirkko	Laakso	
has 	kni[ed	hundreds	and	hundreds 	of	socks,	gloves,	caps,	and	scarves 	to	be	sent	to	Ethiopia,	to	
nursing	homes	here	in	Finland,	and	to	babies	in	a	maternity	ward	in	Helsinki.

Ethiopia	has	been	our	 common	internaBonal 	target.	We 	support	women	and	girls.	 The	support	
enables 	girls’	 educaBon.	Women’s 	root	 level	 entrepreneurship	 is 	supported	as 	well.	 The	 local	
Chapters 	have	 their	 own	 target	 groups	 and	 persons.	 In	my	 own	Chapter	 in	 Hämeenlinna	we	
support	ChrisBan	radio	programs	for	women	in	India,	a 	couple 	who	works 	with	refugees 	in	Spain,	
and	we	have	a	godchild	in	Ethiopia.

ENVIORNMENTAL/ECOLOGY	ISSUES

We	oVen	hear	about	ECOLOGY:	TO	ENSURE	FUTURE	GENERATIONS’	ABILITY	AND	TO	NOT	EXCEED	
THE	 REGENERATIVE	CAPACITY	OF	NATURE	and	MEET	 HUMAN	DEVELOPMENT	GOALS	WHILE	AT	
THE	SAME	TIME	SUSTAINING	THE	ABILITY	OF	NATURAL	SYSTEMS,	CLIMATE	CHANGE,	POLLUTIONS,	
etc.		

ChrisBan	work,	 preaching	 the	Gospel 	near	 and	far,	 is 	one	of	 our	most	 important	 sectors.	 If	 a	
person	 meets 	 Jesus,	 he	 or	 she 	changes 	 and	 his 	 or	 her	 aktudes 	oVen	 change	 in	 a	 healthier	
direcBon	toward	nature,	 animals,	dear	ones,	 and	others.	 The	person	sees 	the	whole 	world	with	
new	eyes.	When	we 	serve	socially	or	 speak	about	life	damaging	habits	people	may	 have,	we	can	
rejoice	if	we 	see	a 	person	change.		When	a 	person	is 	free	and	balanced,	she 	has 	more	respect	for	
all 	God	has	created,	all 	that	exists	in	our	world.		On	the	other	hand	I	am	asking,	if	we	should	talk	a	
bit	 more	about	 different	 sustainable 	development	 goals	the	United	NaBons	has.	We	can	 do	 it	
locally	 or	as 	a	country.	We	know	the 	needs 	of	our	own	country.	 All 	countries	are	different	as 	to	
polluBon,	environment,	pure	water,	density	of	the 	populaBon,	etc.			I 	suggest	we	more	oVen	invite	
a 	professional 	to	give 	a	lecture 	on	some	sustainable	development	sector	or	sectors.	It	would	show	
we	ChrisBans	appreciate	these	values.		
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We	are	thankful	for	 bees,	 bu[erflies,	 pure	water,	 mountains,	 birds,	 rivers,	 and	many	 technical	
invenBons 	that	make	all 	life 	here	be[er	for	the	rich	and	the	poor.	I	would	like	our	ideology	to	be	
merciful,	ChrisBan,	green	ideology.	It	is 	not	a	new	strict	doctrine	saying	DON’T	DO	THIS,	DON’T	DO	
THAT,	 NEVER	EAT	THAT.	 We 	as 	humans	have	already	 spoiled	and	destroyed	a 	lot	 here	on	our	
earth.	We	are	guilty.	 But	 I	can	have	small 	changes 	in	my	 habits,	you	can	have	small 	changes 	in	
yours.	We	can	pray,	 take	small 	steps,	be 	thankful,	and	learn	new	things	from	good	lecturers 	and	
be	interested	in	the	development	of	our	wonderful	world.

I 	 want	 to	 say	 something	 about	 our	 excellent,	 beauBful	 White 	 Ribbon	 magazine.	 it	 is 	 highly	
appreciated	here	in	Finland.	Thanks 	to	Irja	Eskelinen’s 	wisdom	and	hard	work	for	many	years,	we	
are	privileged	to	read	good,	 informaBve	arBcles.	 I 	-	 to	my	 surprise	-	noBced	that	nearly	 all 	the	
arBcles	in	each	issue	have	something	to	do	with		these	UN	sustainable 	development	goals.		Among	
others,	 I 	 found	 an	arBcle 	on	 Ethiopia:	 women’s 	many	 struggles 	with	 poverty,	 too	 hard	work,	
illiteracy,	 hygienic	 problems,	 child	marriages,	 female	 genital 	muBlaBon.	 There	 is	 an	 arBcle 	on	
healthy	food.	One	local 	Chapter	had	invited	to	their	meeBng	a 	lady	who	introduced	her	new	food	
invenBon.	It	includes 	oats,	the 	certain	type 	of	bean	and	pea 	and	has 	a	lot	of	protein.	It	 is	a 	good	
alternaBve,	if	you	do	not	want	to	eat	meat.		My	favourite 	subject	is 	to	talk	about	our	surroundings	
and	environmental	problems 	-	not	to	throw	papers,	cigare[es,	candy	papers,	leV-over	food	in	the	
nature.	A	 lot	 of	waste 	ends	in	rivers,	 lakes,	and	oceans.	 Our	water	 turns 	dirty	 and	poisonous.	 I	
think	 a	beauBful,	professionally	 created	magazine	is	very	 important.	 It	 touches 	us	readers 	and	
changes	our	hearts.	It	is	like	a	good	friend	who	visits	us	regularly.

Sauli 	Niinistö,	the	President	of	Finland	told	the 	audience	about	 his	daily	 choices 	in	 the	meeBng	
ZERO	EMISSIONS	held	in	New	York	Scandinavia 	House.	He	heats 	his 	house 	with	earth	gas,	uses 	LED	
lights,	and	tries 	to	buy	a	suitable	amount	of	food	so	that	he	does 	not	waste	any	food.	Some	people	
here	use	more 	and	more	bicycles,	rather	than	cars 	in	order	to	diminish	emissions.	Electric	bicycles	
are	recommended	and	they	 are	becoming	more	and	more 	popular.	The	government	 in 	Sweden	
financially	supports	people 	who	want	to	buy	an	electric	bicycle	and	avoid	using	a 	car.	One	refugee	
from	Iraq	here 	in	our	town	was	so	happy	to	be	equal,	at	the	same 	level 	with	cycling	Finns.	He 	was	
given	a	donated	a 	bike.	He	said	the	bike	helped	him	to	get	integrated.	 	 	Many	ChrisBan	churches,	
organizaBons 	and	also	White 	Ribboners	have	arranged	nature	trips,	hiking,	scouBng,	cycling	etc.	
Under	the	blue 	sky	and	under	the 	beauBful 	night	sky	with	the	full 	moon	and	twinkling	stars 	many	
of	us	have	felt	a	holy	touch	we	can	never	forget.	
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